
Manifest Destiny –  

___________________________________________________ 

Understood or Recognized as a predetermined course of events brought about by 

a higher irresistible Divine power. In other words, God made it happen.  

a future event accepted as inevitable, a benevolent or necessary policy of 

imperialistic expansion 

the 19th century, the concept of Manifest Destiny held that it was the divinely 

ordained right of the United States to expand its borders to the Pacific Ocean and 

beyond. 

Manifest Destiny, a phrase coined in 1845, is the idea that the United States is 

destined—by God, its advocates believed—to expand its dominion and spread 

democracy and capitalism across the entire North American continent. The 

philosophy drove 19th-century U.S. territorial expansion and was used to justify 

the forced removal of Native Americans and other groups from their homes. The 

rapid expansion of the United States intensified the issue of slavery as new states 

were added to the Union, leading to the outbreak of the Civil War. 

Manifest Destiny led to: Louisiana Purchase, expedition of Lewis and Clark, Texas 

Independence,   

In 1823, Monroe invoked Manifest Destiny when he spoke before Congress to 

warn European nations not to interfere with America’s Westward expansion, 

threatening that any attempt by Europeans to colonize the “American continents” 

would be seen as an act of war. 

The phrase “Manifest Destiny,” which emerged as the best-known expression of 

this mindset, first appeared in an editorial published in the July-August 1845 issue 

of The Democratic Review. In it, the writer criticized the opposition, urging 

national unity on behalf of “the fulfillment of our manifest destiny to overspread 

the continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly 

multiplying millions.” the U.S. population exploded in the first half of the 19th 

century, from around 5 million people in 1800 to more than 23 million by 1850.  



Historians have emphasized that "manifest destiny" was a contested concept—

Democrats endorsed the idea but many prominent Americans (such as Abraham 

Lincoln,[9] Ulysses S. Grant,[10] and most Whigs) rejected it.[11] Historian Daniel 

Walker Howe writes, "American imperialism did not represent an American 

consensus; it provoked bitter dissent within the national polity … Whigs saw 

America's moral mission as one of democratic example rather than one of 

conquest."[ 


