
Solomon built the temple – took 7 years, worth $200-300 billion 

His palace took 13 years and cost was worth twice $ as temple (his personal worth was 2 trillion) 

Palace included: 

1. stable – 4,000 stalls, 1,400 chariots and 12k horsemen 

2. house for his harem of women 

3. treasury 

4. judgement hall 

5. porch, throne room  

1 Kings 3 - 7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. 
But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here 
among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give 
your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, “Since you 
have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of 
your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I 
will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, 
nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth 
and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in 
obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a 
long life.” 

2 Chronicles 9:22-23  

Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. And all the kings of the earth 

sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind. 

 

1 Kings 11:3  

He had 700 wives, princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. 

Deuteronomy 17:17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he 

acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. 

Video clips –  

1. Bathsheba and Adonijah 

2. God appears to Solomon, grants him wisdom 

3. marries for political gain 

4. 2 women and baby 

5. prophet fortells his doom 

6. Building temple 

 



1 Kings 3:16-28  

Then two women who were harlots came to the king and stood before him. The one woman 

said, “Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth to a child while 

she was in the house. It happened on the third day after I gave birth, that this woman also 

gave birth to a child, and we were together. There was no stranger with us in the house, only 

the two of us in the house.read more. 

This woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on it. So she arose in the middle of the 

night and took my son from beside me while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her 

bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom. When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, 

behold, he was dead; but when I looked at him carefully in the morning, behold, he was not 

my son, whom I had borne.” Then the other woman said, “No! For the living one is my son, 

and the dead one is your son.” But the first woman said, “No! For the dead one is your son, 

and the living one is my son.” Thus they spoke before the king. Then the king said, “The one 

says, ‘This is my son who is living, and your son is the dead one’; and the other says, ‘No! For 

your son is the dead one, and my son is the living one.’” The king said, “Get me a sword.” So 

they brought a sword before the king. The king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give 

half to the one and half to the other.” Then the woman whose child was the living one spoke 

to the king, for she was deeply stirred over her son and said, “Oh, my lord, give her the living 

child, and by no means kill him.” But the other said, “He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide 

him!” Then the king said, “Give the first woman the living child, and by no means kill him. She 

is his mother.” When all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had handed down, they 

feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice. 

King Solomon: the wisest man to ever live, builder of the temple, beautiful poet and 

national leader--he was a man who seemed to have it all. Yet, at the end of his life, he 

penned these words in Ecclesiastes 2:11: 

“When I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything 

was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.” 

 

Solomon slowly deprioritized his relationship and obligations to God in order to appease his 

many foreign wives and in order to protect the prosperity and longevity of his rule. ... King 

Solomon died of natural causes in 931 BCE at the age of 80 


