Naotive Americon lndion Traditional Code of EtHrics

Eaclv morning upon rising, and eaciv evening before sleeping, gwe thanks for
e Uife witivin yow and for all Ufe, for tie good Hivings the Creator has given
yow and for the opportunity to- grow- a lttle more each day. Consider your
tHhoughty and actions of the past day and seek for the couwrage and strengtivto-
be a better person. Seek for Hhe thvings Hhat will benefit otivers (everyone).

Respect: Respect meany "To- feel or show hhonor or esteem for someone or
sometiung; to- consioer thve well being of, or to- treat someone or sometivin withv
deference or covnrtesy”. Showing respect U a basic law of Life.

Y Treat every person from the tuniest childd to- tive oldest elder witiv respect
ot all tumes.

b Special respect showld be giwven to- Elders, Parents, Teachers, and.
Community Leaders.

e No- person shouwld be made to- feel "put down' by yows; avold huuting
other hearts as you would avoid o deadly poison.

o Touwch notiving Hhat belongs to- someone else (especially Sacved Objects)
withowt permission, or an uwnderstonding between yow

e Respect He privacy of every persow, never intrude on a personts gudiet
moment or personal space.

f Never walk between people Hat are conwersing.
9. Never interrupt people wivo- are covwersing.

[ Speak U a soft voice, especially witen yow are un thve presence of Elders,
stromgers or otrers to- wirom special respect Uy dure.
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Do~ not speak wnldess wwited to- do- so- ot gativerings wirere Elders are
present (except to- ask wiat iy expected of yow, shouwld yow be un douwbt).

Newver speak abowt otivery i a negative way, whether they are present or
not:

Treat the eartiv and all of her aspecty as your motiver. Show- deep respect
for the mineral world, the plant world, and Hre animal world. Do-
notiving to- pollute owr Motrer, rise wp withv wisdom fo- defend er.

Show- deep respect for the beliefs and religion of others:

Listen withv conrtesy to- wirat otivery say, even Uf yow feel that wiat Hhey
are saying B worthdess: Lusten withv yowr heart:

Respect the wisdom of Hhe people un covneidl. Once yow gue an Lea to-a
councid meeting U no- longer belongs to- yow I+ belongs to-tie people.
Respect demands Hat yow Usten intently to-the lLdeay of otivery un
counell and Hhat yow do- not unsist that yowr Lea prevodils Indeed yow
sihoudd freely support tive Lleay of otivery Uf they ave trne and good, exen
Uf those deas are guite different from e ones yow have contributed
The casiv of Ldeas brings fortiv the Spark of Truti

Once a couneil has decided. sometiing un undty, respect demands that no one
speaks secretly against wivat hay been decided. If Hie cowncid has made an
error, ot ervor wlll become apparent to- everyone unv Uy own tume:

Be trutihvful at all fimes, and wnder all conditions.

Alwayy treat your guests wit honor and consideration. Gve of youur best
food,, yowr best blankets, the best port of your howse, and youwr best service to-
Yyour guesty.

The hwwt of one iy the haat of all, the honor of one s the honor of all.
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Receive strangers and. owtsiders witiv a loving heairt and as members of tire

AW the races and tribes n the world are like tive different coloved flowers of
one meadow: AW are beantiful. Ay childiren of the Creator tivey must all be
respecteol

To serve others, to- be of some wse to- family, community, nation, and Hie
world i one of He main purposes for witich human beings have been
created. Do not fUl youwrself witiv your own affairy ond forget your most
umportant fodks: True happuness comes only to- those wiro- dedicate Hheir Linves
to- the sevvice of others

Observe moderation and bolance v adl Hings:

Know- those Hungs that lead to- your well-being, and those Huings that lead to-
yowr destruction.

Lusten to- and follow Hre guidance gwen to- your heart: Expect guidance to-
come U many forms;, un prayer, Un dioeams, un tumes of guiet solitwde, andd e
the wordsy and deeds of wise Eldery and friends.

Authorshdp: Original version printed in 1982 un the book,"Tlhe Sacved Tree
by the Four Worldy Development Project . Adapted and reprinted un tie
"lnter-Tribal Tunmes) October 1994. The adapted version Uy presented here.
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