Preliminaries before the Particulars

Preliminary — denoting an action or event preceding or done in preparation for
something fuller or more important. Preparation, initial, opening before the main
event. Prelude, appetizer

Particular specific, certain, distinct, separate, discrete, definite, precise, select and
exact.

Some things must be resolved before other things can take place. “Don’t get the
cart ahead of the horse”

Foundation laid before building a house, automobile frame designed before the
engine and transmission are installed. Preschool before elementary, before, Jr high
before Sr high before college before post graduate, etc.

Christians must first learn elementary teachings...Heb 6 — Therefore let us move
beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity...

1. Basic Salvation theology — ABC (not by works)

2. Who am | in Christ — (my past, unchangeables*, who God says | am now)
Bible reading, prayer, attending church, Christian service —

Stewardship — time, talent, treasure

My Spiritual fruit and gifts — discovering, developing, and deploying
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Unchangeable “predetermined birthmarks” from God include — your time in
history, place of birth, your biological family, birth order, height, physical
features, etc

When we are obedient to apply basic foundational Biblical Christianity,
God can reveal “PARTICULARS” such as:

1. Career

2. Spouse

3. House, car, etc

4. Calling or mission in life



Eph 4:14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. *> Instead, speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the
head, that is, Christ. 1 From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its
work.

1 Cor 3 Brothers and sisters, | could not address you as people who live by the
Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 21 gave you milk,
not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.
3You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are
you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans?

Heb 5 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you
because you no longer try to understand. 2 In fact, though by this time you ought
to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s
word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 3 Anyone who lives on milk,
being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. ** But
solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to
distinguish good from evil.

Gal 4- What | am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different
from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians
and trustees until the time set by his father. 3So also, when we were underage, we
were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the
set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
>to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and
since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.



From Slavery to the Promised Land - (or NOT)

Joshua 5:6 - The Israelites had moved about in the wilderness forty years until all
the men who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had
not obeyed the LORD. For the LORD had sworn to them that they would not see the
land he had solemnly promised their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk
and honey

Numbers 14 — That night all the members of the community raised their voices and
wept aloud. ? All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole
assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! > Why
is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and
children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?”
4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

> Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly
gathered there. ® Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among
those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite
assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 3 If the
LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, and will give it to us....

20-The LoRrD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked. 2! Nevertheless, as surely
as | live and as surely as the glory of the LoRD fills the whole earth, 22 not one of
those who saw my glory and the signs | performed in Egypt and in the wilderness
but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times— 23 not one of them will ever see
the land | promised on oath to their ancestors. No one who has treated me with
contempt will ever see it. 2 But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and
follows me wholeheartedly, | will bring him into the land he went to, and his
descendants will inherit it.



