THE DENVER STATEMENT -

The “response” or rebuttal to the Nashville statement

WE AFFIRM that God has created humanity out of love and for the purpose of love.
WE DENY that God intends marriage as a gift only to be enjoyed by those who happen to be
heterosexual, cis-gendered and fertile.

WE AFFIRM that God created us as sexual beings in endless variety.

WE DENY that the only type of sexual expression that can be considered holy is between a cis-gendered,
heterosexual, married couple who waited to have sex until they were married. But if you fit in that group,
good for you, we have no problem with your lifestyle choices.

WE AFFIRM that God created Adam and Eve, the first human beings, in God’s male & female image, and that
all human beings share this image of God in common but express it differently in body and spirit.

WE DENY that we as human beings can fully conceive of the glory of God’s image or rightfully believe our
language can define its limits. Therefore, we deny those who do not conform to society’s gender norms are
outside of some kind of “divine plan”.

WE AFFIRM that the glorious variety of gender and sexual expression is a reflection of God’s original creation
design and are aspects of human flourishing.
WE DENY that such variations are a result of the Fall or are a tragedy to be overcome.

WE AFFIRM that the biological capacity for human beings to reproduce is a glorious wonder and that
humanity continues to discover the gender and sexual diversity with which God has created humans.
WE DENY that gender is always linked with biological sex characteristics, and we deny that those whose
bodies contain physical or psychological realities outside of the “norm” need curing or reparation.

WE AFFIRM that there is no longer male or female but all are one in Christ Jesus our Lord.

WE DENY any self-conception that presumes one is capable of knowing God’s holy purposes for other
people, and that such self-conceptions can be consistent with the Gospel of grace, love, and mercy as
demonstrated in holy scripture.

WE AFFIRM that people who experience sexual attraction for the same sex may live a rich and fruitful
life pleasing to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

WE DENY that sexual attraction for the same sex is outside the natural goodness of God’s original
creation, or that anything puts a person outside the hope of the gospel.

WE AFFIRM that sin distorts all aspects of human life.
WE DENY that human beings can escape sin by simply upholding a particular doctrine or lifestyle.

WE AFFIRM our duty to love at all times, including when we speak to or about one another.
WE DENY any obligation to speak in such ways that dishonor God’s image-bearers.

WE AFFIRM that the grace of God in Christ enables sinners to forsake prejudice and see such prejudice
as our own and not as God’s.

WE DENY that the grace of God in Christ sanctions self-righteous assertions of absolute knowledge of
God’s will.



WE AFFIRM that Christ Jesus has come into the world to save sinners and that through Christ’s death
and resurrection forgiveness of sins and eternal life are available to every person; this is a supreme
treasure.iske,

WE DENY that God is a boy and has actual arms.

WE AFFRIM that the church has often been indistinguishable from the dominant culture in the ways in
which it has sanctified oppression and bigotry towards historically marginalized and demonized people
groups, of which the LGBTQ+ community is one.

WE DENY any ideology, theological or otherwise, that results in the further marginalization, rejection,
dehumanization, and overall suffering of LGBTQ+ individuals.



