World Religions

Polytheistic Monotheistic

Hinduism  Muslim Judaism Christianity

Buddhism Islam Torah

Universalist Allah Rabbi ; ;
Humanist Muham Synagogue {1 billion) 1 bilion)
Greek mad Traditions Pope's i
mythology  iccca  Prophets | authority
Ancient Egypt Festivals | Apocrypha
Fenance

Sacraments

Occult Cult =

Church of Mormon
Satan Jehovan's Other
Temple of Set Witness Fantheistic
Wiccan Jim Jones Atheistic

Divination Heavens Gate  Agnostic
Palm reading Branch

Astrology Davidians

Paranormal Scientology

‘Druid Circle at Stoneheng




RELIGIOUS ASPECTS —
PAGANMN V5. CHRISTIAN

« Animism = "Spirit™; original, celic religion

« fatalistic (meaning no afterlife) view of the
wiorkd.

« "Wyrd" mean: fale. guided in all things.

« Chrislianity spread and unified the Anglo-
Saxons.

Anglo-Saxon Religion

- Mix of pagan and Christian values--often in
conflict.

» Pagan (secular (non-religious) lineage vs.
Christian lineage; '

- Eternal earthly fame through deeds vs afterlife
in hell or heaven;

* honor & gift-giving vs. sin of pride (hubris);

- revenge vs pacifist view (forgiveness);

» Wyrd (Anglo-Saxon "Fate") vs God's will, etc.




BOTH PAGAN §YMBOES
BUT NOT THE SAME PRACTICES

RELIGIOUS ASPECTS —
PAGAN VS. CHRISTIAN

Beowulf
Paganism Christianity

Absence of Christianity God

Animism Christ-like figure

Worship of Natural or Biblical Stories
Spiritual
Fate/Wyrd Presence of Hell
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The Beowulf poem presents a fascinating mix
of Christian values and pagan traditions. It is

Bl generally assumed that the Beowulf poet was a i
&d Christian, since the Christian conversion of
England was virtually complete by the time the
poem is believed to have been created. Still,
many of the poem’s characters embrace pagan
heroic ideals.
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Knowledge of the monster’s heritage

i suggests a decidedly Christian symbolism
] of the fight between good and evil, God and
the devil, in the combat between Beowulf
and Grendel.
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Pagan vs. Christianity in Beowulf

The Anglo-Saxons mixed both pagan and
Christian traditions. Beowulf contains traces of

Pagan @ ot beliefs. Christianity
® Strong nature * God is mentioned by two of

the main characters in the

poem: Beowulf and
presence Hrothgar.

' Strength Ofthe * Grendel as Lucifer

— Both are outcasts

wa rri()r — Perform a task for God

— Grendel is described as a son
or descendant of Cain, a clear
Biblical reference.
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