
Division in the church / scripture - 

What are the causes of disunity? 
What are the effects? 

1. Core Values? 
2. Doctrines? 
3. Leadership Vision? self aware assessment  
4. Corporate Purpose? 
5. Dysfunction, lack of trust? 
6. Spiritual or Carnal ambitions? 

Prov 6:16 There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are 
detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
        hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked 
schemes,  feet that are quick to rush into evil,  a false witness 
who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the 
community. 

Rom 16:17 -I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for 
those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that 
are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away 
from them. 

1 Cor 12:  
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 
parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all 
baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to 
drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of 
many…vs 24…




But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the 
parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the 
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 


Acts 15:1-5  Some men came down from Judea and began 
teaching the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to 
the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." And when Paul and 
Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the 
brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of 
them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders 
concerning this issue. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13 

Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but 
that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same 
judgment. For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, 
by Chloe's people, that there are quarrels among you. Now I 
mean this, that each one of you is saying, "I am of Paul," and "I of 
Apollos," and "I of Cephas," and "I of Christ."  
Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

1 Corinthians 11:18 
For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear 
that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it. 
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1 Corinthians 4:6 ESV I have applied all these things to 
myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn 
by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be 
puffed up in favor of one against another. 

Matthew 12:25 ESV Knowing their thoughts, he said to 
them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no 
city or house divided against itself will stand. 

2 Thessalonians 3:14 ESV If anyone does not obey what 
we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have nothing 
to do with him, that he may be ashamed. 

Acts 2:1-47 ESV When the day of Pentecost arrived, they 
were all together in one place.  

Hebrews 13:17 ESV Obey your leaders and submit to 
them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 
will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

1 Timothy 5:13New International Version (NIV) 
13 Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about 
from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but 
also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not 
to.


2 Tim 4:14 - Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of 
harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too 
should be on your guard against him, because he strongly 
opposed our message.


Acts 15 -

Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were 
teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to 
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the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This 
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate 
with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with 
some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles 
and elders about this question. 3 The church sent them on their 
way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they 
told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all 
the believers very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they 
were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to 
whom they reported everything God had done through them.

5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised 
and required to keep the law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After 
much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, 
you know that some time ago God made a choice among you 
that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the 
gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he 
accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to 
us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he 
purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test 
God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we 
nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as 
they are.”

12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to 
Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and wonders God had 
done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, 
James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me.


Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit 
the believers in all the towns where we preached the word of the 
Lord and see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take 
John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it 
wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia 



and had not continued with them in the work. 39 They had such 
a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas 
took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, 
commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went 
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.



