
Seeking, Pursuing, Desiring GOD… 

Genesis 3:8-
 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the 

trees of the garden. 
9 

But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 

He 

answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

Jeremiah 29:10-13  This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come 

and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you 

seek me with all your heart. 

Exod 33:7 - Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance 

away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go to the tent of 

meeting outside the camp. 
8 

And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose 

and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. 
9 

As 

Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, 

while the Lord spoke with Moses. 
10 

Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing 

at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to their tent. 
11 

The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses 

would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent. 

Moses and the Glory of the Lord 

12 
Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have 

not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and 

you have found favor with me.’ 
13 

If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may 

know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.” 

14 
The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 

15 
Then Moses 

said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 
16 

How 

will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with 

us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of 

the earth?”
17 

And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, 

because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 

18 
Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 



______________________________________________________________________ 

1 Chronicles 16:11 Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face continually. 

 

1 Chronicles 22:19 "Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God; arise, 

therefore, and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so that you may bring the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD and the holy vessels of God into the house 

 

Psalms 14:2 The LORD has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are 

any who understand, Who seek after God. 

 

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him 

 

Isaiah 55:6-7 Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. Let the 

wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the 

LORD, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 

 

Hosea 10:12 Sow with a view to righteousness, Reap in accordance with kindness; Break up 

your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the LORD Until He comes to rain righteousness on 

you. 

 

Zephaniah 2:3 Seek the LORD, All you humble of the earth Who have carried out His 

ordinances; Seek righteousness, seek humility Perhaps you will be hidden In the day of the 

LORD'S anger. 
 

1 Chronicles 28:9 "As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him 

with a whole heart and a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands every 

intent of the thoughts If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He 

will reject you forever. 

 

Matthew 7:7-8 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who 

knocks it will be opened. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:2 for He says, "AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND 

ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU." Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE 

TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF SALVATION"-- 

 

Psalms 63:1 O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my 

flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

 

 



Psalms 27:4 One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the 

house of the LORD all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD And to meditate 

in His temple. 

 

Matthew 13:44-46 "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man 

found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 

Ezra 8:21-23 Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble 

ourselves before our God to seek from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and all our 

possessions. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Seeking the Lord  means seeking his presence. “Presence” is a common translation of the 

Hebrew word “face.” Literally, we are to seek his “face.” But this is the Hebraic way of 

having access to God. To be before his face is to be in his presence. 

But aren't his children always in his presence? Yes and no. Yes in two senses: First, in the 

sense that God is omnipresent and therefore always near everything and everyone. He 

holds everything in being. His power is ever-present in sustaining and governing all things. 

And second, yes, he is always present with his children in the sense of his covenant 

commitment to always stand by us and work for us and turn everything for our good. 

“Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 

But there is a sense in which God’s presence is not with us always. For this reason, the 

Bible repeatedly calls us to “seek the Lord... seek his presence continually.” God’s 

manifest, conscious, trusted presence is not our constant experience. There are seasons 

when we become neglectful of the Lord and give him no thought and do not put trust in 

him and we find him “unmanifested”—that is, unperceived as great and beautiful and 

valuable by the eyes of our hearts. 

His face—the brightness of his personal character—is hidden behind the curtain of our 

carnal desires. This condition is always ready to overtake us. That is why we are told to 

“seek his presence continually.” God calls us to enjoy continual consciousness of his 

supreme greatness and beauty and worth. 

This happens through “seeking.” Continual seeking. But what does that mean practically? 

Both the Old and New Testaments say it is a “setting of the mind and heart” on God. It is 

the conscious fixing or focusing of our mind’s attention and our heart’s affection on God. 



“Now set your mind and heart to seek the Lord your God.” (1 Chronicles 22:19) 

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2) 

This setting of the mind is the opposite of mental coasting. It is a conscious choice to 

direct the heart toward God. This is what Paul prays for the church: “May the Lord direct 

your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ” (2 Thessalonians 3:5). It 

is a conscious effort on our part. But that effort to seek God is a gift from God. 

We do not make this mental and emotional effort to seek God because he is lost. That’s 

why we would seek a coin or a sheep. But God is not lost. Nevertheless, there is always 

something through which or around which we must go to meet him consciously. This 

going through or around is what seeking is. He is often hidden. Veiled. We must go 

through mediators and around obstacles. 

The heavens are telling the glory of God. So we can seek him through that. He reveals 

himself in his word. So we can seek him through that. He shows himself to us in the 

evidences of grace in other people. So we can seek him through that. The seeking is the 

conscious effort to get through the natural means to God himself—to constantly set our 

minds toward God in all our experiences, to direct our minds and hearts toward 

him through the means of his revelation. This is what seeking God means. 

And there are endless obstacles that we must get around in order to see him clearly, and 

so that we can be in the light of his presence. We must flee every spiritually dulling 

activity. We must run from it and get around it. It is blocking our way. 

We know what makes us vitally sensitive to God’s appearances in the world and in the 

word. And we know what dulls us and blinds us and makes us not even want to seek him. 

These things we must move away from and go around if we would see God. That is what 

seeking God involves. 

And as we direct our minds and hearts Godward in all our experiences, we cry out to him. 

This too is what seeking him means. 

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.” (Isaiah 55:6) 

“If you will seek God and plead with the Almighty for mercy...” (Job 8:5) 

Seeking involves calling and pleading. O Lord, open my eyes. O Lord, pull back the 

curtain of my own blindness. Lord, have mercy and reveal yourself. I long to see your 

face. 

The great obstacle to seeking the Lord is pride. “In the pride of his face the wicked 

does not seek him” (Psalms 10:4). Therefore, humility is essential to seeking the Lord. 



The great promise to those who seek the Lord is that he will be found. “If you seek him, he 

will be found by you” (1 Chronicles 28:9). And when he is found, there is great reward. 

“Whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 

who seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). God himself is our greatest reward. And when we have 

him, we have everything. Therefore, “Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence 

continually!” 

 


