GOD’S CALL (getting the vision / revelation)

God does not reveal himself to the masses

* Do we listen to God or listen to people for direction and purpose?
"Thus the people were divided because of Jesus." (John 7:43 NIV)

« "...about sin, because people do not believe in me; (John 16:9 NIV)

* He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great
sin?” “Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these
people are to evil. They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to
him.” So | told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.” Then they gave me
the gold, and | threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!” (Exodus 32:21-24 NIV)

» Then Peter began to speak: “| now realize how true it is that God does not show
favoritism (Acts 10:34 NIV)

1. When God call someone he gives them a vision and revelation.

2. When God call someone he delegates authority to them.

* and to have authority to drive out demons. (Mark 3:15 NIV)

» They were amazed at his teaching, because his words had authority. (Luke 4:32 NIV)

» “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you
authority to do this?” (Mark 11:28 NIV)

* Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end
of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 NIV)

3. Those who are called by God become God's representatives or
ambassadors

* Pray also for me, that whenever | speak, words may be given me so that | will
fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in
chains. Pray that | may declare it fearlessly, as | should. (Ephesians 6:19, 20 NIV)

» We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians
5:20 NIV)

» But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9 NIV)
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4. God does nothing until he first reveals it to his prophets.

» Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the
prophets. (Amos 3:7 NIV)

5. God always reveals himself before he reveals his plan

6. Rhema is the spoken word. Logos is the written word.

7. People often misunderstand the prophet because they are
hardhearted toward God

8. Those who are called should never defend himself to people or try
to prove their calling or authority. They do not need human
approval. (Not people pleasers)

* Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?”
they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one
question. If you answer me, | will tell you by what authority | am doing these things.
John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will ask,
‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of
the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We
don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these
things. (Matthew 21:23-27 NIV)

» They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity. You
aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you
teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax to
Caesar or not? (Mark 12:14 NIV)

» They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we
know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in
accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no

attention to who they are. (Matthew 22:16 NIV)

9. God often gives us a vision or a revelation, then he kills it. So when
he brings it to pass we cannot take the credit or the glory.
« Abraham/Isaac, « David Wilkerson, ¢ the disciples/Jesus.
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10. Those whom God has apprehended or called, must study God's
word and pray to hear Gods voice. Otherwise they have nothing to
say on God's behalf.

11. At the end of the day we should never do more than God told us
to do, or less. To do more or less is sin.

1 Sam 13 - Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear.
® He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s
men began to scatter. ° So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.”
And Saul offered up the burnt offering. '’ Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel
arrived, and Saul went out to greet him.'' “What have you done?” asked Samuel.Saul replied,
“When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that
the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, '*I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down
against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD’s favor.” So I felt compelled to offer the
burnt offering.”"” “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the
command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom
over Israel for all time. '* But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a
man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the
LORD’s command.”

1 Sam 15 - *® And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, [ have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have
gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have
utterly destroyed the Amalekites.”' But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief
of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in
Gilgal.”> And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams.> For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being
king.

12. Hearing and obeying God's voice brings peace and security.
Not hearing and disobeying brings anxiety and insecurity.

13. Those who are called must find and pursue a mentor or more

experienced "prophet" for wisdom and delegation of responsibility.
Eli was to Samuel, Jethro was to Moses, Paul was to Timothy, etc
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14. If a person is truly called by God they are not dependent on title
or position. They can still function in the office of their calling.

* So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, (Ephesians 4:11 NIV)

15. God calls many people (who make excuses or disqualify
themselves) but only a few take up the responsibility of leadership.

* Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king
who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had
been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. “Then he
sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that | have
prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and
everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ “But they paid no attention and
went off—one to his field, another to his business. ..“For many are invited, but few
are chosen.” (Matthew 22:1-14 NIV)

16. A shepherds heart is different than a hireling.

A hireling blames, complains and runs away, a shepherd takes responsibility
to provide and protect (improve the situation, find solutions) he stays the
course.

John 10:1-13 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the
gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. > The one who enters by the gate
is the shepherd of the sheep. ® The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. > But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not
recognize a stranger’s voice.” ® Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not
understand what he was telling them.” Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am
the gate for the sheep. ® All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
have not listened to them. ° I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.” They will
come in and go out, and find pasture. '* The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.'' “I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. '* The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not
own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then
the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. > The man runs away because he is a hired hand and
cares nothing for the sheep.
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1 Peter 5:1-4 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s
sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: > Be shepherds of God’s flock that is
under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as
God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; ° not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. * And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you
will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.’ In the same way, you who are
younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward
one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”® Humble
yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. ' Cast all
your anxiety on him because he cares for you.® Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

Review the painting by William Hunt titled “Hireling Shepherd” and discuss the
meaning.

More scripture on hearing Gods voice...

®The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house
of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called Samuel. Samuel
answered, “Here | am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here | am; you called me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said,
“‘Here | am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie
down.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord : The word of the Lord had not yet
been revealed to him. A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up
and went to Eli and said, “Here | am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the
Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls
you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place. The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times,
“‘Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” And
the Lord said to Samuel: “See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make
the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. At that time | will carry out against
Eli everything | spoke against his family—from beginning to end. For | told him
that | would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons
blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. Therefore | swore to the house
of Eli, “The guilt of Eli’'s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’”
Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the
Lord. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my
son.” Samuel answered, “Here | am.” “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not
hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me
anything he told you.” So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli
said, “He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.” The Lord was with Samuel as
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he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. And all Israel from
Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. The
Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through

his word. (1 Samuel 3:3-21 NIV)

®Then the Lord replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a
herald may run with it. (Habakkuk 2:2 NIV)

®\\Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but blessed is the one who heeds
wisdom’s instruction. (Proverbs 29:18 NIV)

®And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha. (2 Kings 6:17 NIV)

®“And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. (Joel 2:28
NIV)

®Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard
you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid.” (Genesis 3:8-10 NIV)

® For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. (Romans 8:14

®But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come. (John 16:13 NIV)

®So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are
in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the law. (Galatians 5:16-18 NIV)

®This is why | speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though
hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:
will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never
perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their
ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear
with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and | would heal them.’ But blessed
are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly | tell you,
many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and
to hear what you hear but did not hear it. “Listen then to what the parable of the sower
means: (Matthew 13:13-18 NIV)

You
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Humility and Servant Leadership:

1. Define the following:

a. humility
b. pride

c. entitlement

d. servant

e. teachable

f. self-promoting
g. what does it mean to “earn the right to speak into someone’s life”

2. Explain these verses on servant leadership — Mark 10:43-45, Luke 22:27, Phil 2:7,
Luke 14:7-11

3. What happens when you lead from title or position? Matt 23:1-4

4. Why did Jesus wash the disciple’s feet? John 13:4-9

5. Why did Peter reject the foot washing?

6. What is a bondservant? Exod 21:1-6, Rom 1:1, Phil 1:1, James 1:1, 2 Peter 1:1, Jude 1:1

7. What price does the servant leader have to pay? Matt 20:21,22
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